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ABSTRACT 

The study of human behavior has long captivated linguistic inquiry, offering 

a lens through which to understand the intricate ways in which languages encode the 

diverse spectrum of human actions, emotions, and interpersonal interactions. Verbs 

that express human behavior form a cornerstone of the linguistic landscape, 

reflecting the cultural, cognitive, and social nuances embedded within linguistic 

structures across the world's languages. This article presents a comparative 

typological exploration of verbs denoting human behavior, aiming to unravel the 

nuanced semantic and syntactic manifestations of human conduct within diverse 

linguistic systems. 

Human behavior, as a comprehensive domain encompassing actions, 

emotions, and interpersonal dynamics, serves as a fertile ground for cross-linguistic 

investigation. This comparative typological study endeavors to analyze and contrast 

the lexical, morphosyntactic, and semantic properties of verbs expressing human 

behavior across a diverse array of languages, offering insights into both the shared 

and unique strategies through which languages capture and categorize human 

conduct. 

By interrogating a wide spectrum of language families and typological structures, 

the study seeks to unravel the grammatical and semantic nuances encapsulated 

within verbs that portray human actions and interactions. Drawing upon extensive 

lexical data and grammatical analysis, this exploration aims to shed light on the 

diverse ways languages encode human behavior, the underlying cultural 

underpinnings, and the cognitive and social dimensions reflected in linguistic 

expression.[1, 13] 
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The findings from this comparative typological inquiry not only promise to 

enhance our understanding of linguistic diversity and language-cognition 

interactions, but also to contribute to broader discussions within the domains of 

linguistic typology, cognitive linguistics, and cross-cultural semantics. This 

investigation aspires to provide valuable insights into the cross-linguistic parameters 

of human behavior representation, ultimately enriching our comprehension of the 

intricate interplay between language, culture, and cognition in linguistic expression. 

This exploration into the comparative typology of verbs expressing human behavior 

is poised to offer a deeper understanding of the subtle yet profound ways in which 

linguistic structures capture the richness and diversity of human actions, emotions, 

and social conduct across the world's languages. 

This structured approach integrates a comprehensive selection of languages, 

database compilation, semantic and syntactic analysis, cross-linguistic comparison, 

ethnolinguistic consultation, and rigorous data analysis to provide holistic insights 

into the linguistic diversity and commonalities in the encoding of human behavior 

across different languages. 

In a comparative typological study of verbs expressing human behavior, the 

examination of syntactic and morphological frameworks plays a crucial role in 

uncovering cross-linguistic patterns and language-specific encoding. Here's a 

simplified example showcasing how this could be structured: 

Transitivity and Valence Patterns 

- Analysis of transitivity and valence patterns observed in verbs denoting human 

behavior across languages, focusing on the diverse ways in which languages encode 

the relationship between the verb, its arguments, and their interactions. This involves 

identifying variations in the number of core arguments, changes in verb valency 

across different behavioral scenarios, and shifts in argument structure depending on 

the nature of the behavior being expressed. 

Semantic Roles and Argument Structure 
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- Examination of the semantic roles and argument structure associated with verbs 

expressing human behavior, with a focus on the assignment of agent, patient, 

experiencer, and other thematic roles. This analysis explores language-specific 

variations and cross-linguistic tendencies in structuring semantic relations and 

argument alignment for verbs related to actions, emotions, and social interactions. 

Aspect and Tense Systems 

- Investigation of aspectual and tense systems employed in the expression of human 

behavior, addressing how different languages grammatically mark the temporal and 

aspectual qualities of behavioral events. This includes discerning how languages 

encode the duration, completion, frequency, and temporal sequencing of human 

actions or activities related to behavioral and emotional occurrences. 

Morphological Construal of Human Behavior 

- Analyzing the morphological means through which different languages construe 

human behavior, including derivational morphology, lexical aspect markers, and 

morphosyntactic devices used to express the manner, intensity, and evaluative 

dimensions of human actions, emotions, and social conduct. 
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